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2014 

Extramural 

Tournament 






INVITATION 

DATE:
Friday, November 7, 2014  
 

TIME: 
11:30 AM – 8:00 PM 

LOCATION:  Rio Hondo College  / 3600 Workman Mill Rd. Whittier, CA 90601

Rio Café: Tournament headquarters / Student Registration, Orientation & Lounge / 

     Awards 

SS305: Tab / Judge Check in, Orientation & Lounge
ELIGIBILITY:  

Enrolled students at any university or community college, who have never competed in a forensics tournament, or high school speech and debate students are all eligible to compete.  Students may enter into a maximum of two (2) individual events or parliamentary debate.  If a student is competing in debate they cannot compete in any other event.  Generally, all experienced Rio Hondo College forensics competitors (who have competed in two or more tournaments), faculty, and or former competitors will judge and help coordinate this event. 

ENTRY DEADLINE:
Entries are on a first-come-first-serve basis and may be limited if we reach capacity. You can register for this tournament by using www.forensicstournament.net/. All entries are due by Monday, October 20th by 6:00 PM. You may make changes to your entry before Wednesday, October 29th at 6:00PM. Drops are free if reported by the Wednesday deadline. Any and all changes made after Wednesday will be subject to nuisance fees. Any changes made after the website closes should be sent to: lcuriel@riohondo.edu. If you email changes, I will respond notifying you that your changes were received. Entries will be taken on a first come, first serve basis. Depending on room availability, we may need to limit entries. Therefore, please make note of the due date listed above and make sure to get all your student entries in early or right on time.
COST: 

Students may enter in up to two individual events at $10 per individual event or parli debate at $30 per team. All entry fees are non-refundable. Proceeds go to the Forensics program and help offset the cost of the intramural. Fees are paid at the time of registration. Checks should be made out to RHC Forensics ASO Acct# 4293. 
TOURNAMENT GUIDELINES: 
1. In each round, students are placed into competition panels of five to seven speakers.  For example, if there are 20 speakers entered into persuasive Speaking, then they would be divided up into 4 panels of 5 speakers.  Speakers in the same panel will compete against each other in a classroom, and will be ranked from 1-5 by a judge and graded for quality.  At the end of the three rounds, the speakers’ ranks will be tabulated. Then the top students with the highest rankings will earn speaker awards.
2. Students may enter into a maximum of two (2) individual events or debate, and are expected to complete in all three rounds of competition. If a student is double-entered (in two events), he/she will need to inform the judge at the beginning of the round so that they may be first to speak then leave in order to get to their second event on time. 
3. During rounds, it is expected that the student be courteous and respectful to all other speakers.  If the student is entered in only one event, then he/she is to stay in the room for the entire round.  The only time a student should be allowed to leave the round after speaking is if a) the student is double-entered and must go to the next event; b) was the last speaker in the round in which case everyone is excused; c) is in some way ill or has an emergency.  If a student needs to use the restroom or use their cell phone, etc. they should do it before or after the round. 
4. Provided there are enough entries, the five categories will not compete against each other. Thus, a student entered in informative speaking will only compete against students with other informative speeches. 
5. There will be two to three people per debate team. Debate teams cannot compete in any other event. 

6. PLEASE READ the event descriptions attached.  
7. Judges will stop all individual speeches/performances that exceed 10 minutes.

8. All cell phones and other electronic devices of distraction must be turned off and put away (stopwatches are the only exception). 
EVENTS:


Individual Events:


Informative Speeches:  up to 10 minutes      


Persuasive Speeches:    up to 10 minutes   


Impromptu Speeches:   7 minutes total (including prep time)


Oral Interpretation Of Literature: up to 10 minutes


Debate:

Parliamentary Debate: 40 minutes (Not including 15 minute prep time)  

**Debate teams will consist of two- three people. 15 minute prep time. Coaching is permitted.  Research may be consulted during prep time but not brought into the debate.  Topic areas are posted below. Specific topics will be announced 20 minutes prior to each round: 




PM  - Proposition Constructive = 7 minutes





LO  - Opposition Constructive = 8 minutes





MG - Proposition Constructive = 8 minutes





MO - Opposition Constructive =8 minutes





LO - Opposition Rebuttal = 4 minutes





PM - Proposition. Rebuttal = 5 minutes
PARLI TOPIC AREAS: 

1. Ukraine 
2. Racial tension in America (Ferguson)

3. Underage undocumented persons 
JUDGES: 
Teams must provide one judge for every two debate teams and one judge for every 5 I.E. events. Please feel free to email or call if you need help covering your judging commitment. Faculty and staff are encouraged to participate in this event.  Faculty, staff, community members, and experienced forensics students will serve as judges. Judges will review the “Judging: instructions and guidelines” sheet that will be provided on the day of the tournament.  Judges should bring a stop watch and a pen.  All judges must check in at tournament headquarters SS305 between 11:30 AM - 11:45 AM. All judges must also attend the orientation on the day of the event at 12:00 PM in SS305. 
SPEAKER PROFESSIONALISM: 
Speakers are encouraged to convey a professional image.  Generally, it is advised that a speaker behave as though he/she is at a professional interview or place of business. Public speaking instructors can advise students on speaker ethos (credibility).

ATTIRE: 
It is suggested that competitors wear business professional attire. 

AWARDS:

Certificates will be given to all speakers who complete all their rounds. Certificates will be given to the instructors along with their student's ballots after the awards ceremony. Top speakers will receive speaker trophies.    
   SCHEDULE:
Friday, November 7, 2014
· Registration/Sign in 11:30 AM & Orientation 12:00 PM  


         (Judges check in at SS305 / Students check in at Rio Café )



Debate TOPIC ANNOUNCE - Rd.1: 12:40 PM

· Round 1:
1:00 PM  






Debate TOPIC ANNOUNCE - Rd.2: 2:10 PM

· Round 2:
2:30 PM

Debate TOPIC ANNOUNCE - Rd.3: 3:40 PM

· Round 3:
4:00 PM


· Awards:
6:30 PM or ASAP (Rio Café)  


· All competitors will need to sign-in before the orientation. It is imperative that they attend. If a student does not sign in by 12:00 PM, it will be assumed that s/he is not in attendance and will be dropped from the competition.

· Snacks & water will be provided throughout the day. 

· Rio Café will be selling lunch from 11:00 AM – 1:00 PM. You may want to advise students to pack a dinner. Rio Hondo does not offer dining options after 1 PM on Fridays.

For more information please contact Rio Hondo College Forensics Coordinator Libby Curiel at lcuriel@riohondo.edu or at (562) 463-3131.
We look forward to welcoming you to our campus! 
Sincerely, 

Your Tournament Directors, 

Libby Curiel & Grant Tovmasian   
SUMMARY OF EVENTS

Parliamentary Debate (40 minutes): Debates will be American Parliamentary style. 
Debate teams will be given topics areas in advance. All prep and coaching must 
occur prior to the round start time. If you are competing in debate, you cannot 
compete in any other event. Research may be consulted during prep time but not 
brought into the debate. 


Criteria used to evaluate the speech:
· Which team provided the most persuasive arguments?
· Which team answered the most arguments with clear explanations?
· Which team avoided fallacies and contradictions?
· Which team at the end of the debate did an overall better job?
Informative: An original, factual speech on a realistic subject (non-demonstrative topic such as an idea or theory or event) that serves to educate the class within a general topic area.  Visual aids may be used (no technology allowed).  Multiple sources should be used and cited in the speech. The time limit is 10 minutes. 


Criteria used to evaluate the speech: 
· How much were you informed?
· How well documented (sources) was the speech?
· How clear were the speaker’s points? 
· How well structured and designed was the speech?
· Delivery: was the speech fluid and easy to follow? 
Persuasive: This speech should advocate the support of, or change in, a current attitude and/or social behavior.  Typically, based on problem, cause, solution order (but other organizational patterns are welcome).  Visual aids may be used (no technology allowed).  Multiple sources are highly recommended.  Speakers are encouraged to integrate sound reasoning.  The time limit is 10 minutes.



Criteria used to evaluate the speech:
· How well organized was the persuasive speech?
· How well documented (sources) was the speech?
· How clear were the speaker’s points? 
· Did the speaker use effective emotional appeals?
· Was social significance established?

· Did the speaker introduce effective solution(s) to the problem(s)?
· Delivery: was the speech fluid and easy to follow?

Oral Interpretation of Literature: A cutting or compilation from film, television, 
theatre, poetry, music, novels or short stories. Speaker may or may not start out 
with a short teaser of the performance, then give a short introduction to the theme 
and explain what the performance explores, then spend the remaining time 
performing the characters/literature. Use of manuscript is not required but 
permitted (black books). No costumes, props, lighting etc., are to be used. 
Performers focus should be off-stage and not to each other in Duo. This event is 

similar to acting. Time limit is 10 minutes. 

Criteria used to evaluate the speech:
· To what degree were you able to visualize the scene?
· To what degree were you able to distinguish the characters?
· To what degree did the interpretation match the speaker's introduction (thesis)?
· How prepared and creative was the interpretation?

Impromptu: Speaker is given choice of three topics as they are called to give their 


speech. The speaker then prepares and delivers a speech within 7 minutes. 



Topics can be proverbs or quotations. A blank note card is permitted. Maximum 


time limit is 7 minutes including prep time. 


Criteria used to evaluate the speech:
· To what degree did the speaker speak within the time limit (under time or overtime speakers could be penalized with lower ranking)?
· Quality and clarity of supportive examples?
· Correlation to thesis (how focused was the speech to the point the speaker wanted to make)?
· How well was the speech structured and delivered?
IMPROMPTU SPEAKING INSTRUCTIONS


This is a limited preparation event; the speaker has only a short amount of time to 
prepare 
before s/he speaks. 

· The "topics" will be proverbs or quotations from various prominent figures in our culture or throughout history. 

· The speaker's task is to prepare a speech that analyzes the value of the quotation.

· There is a total of 7 minutes allocated for each speaker. The first 2 minutes are traditionally used for prep time and the remaining 5 minutes are speaking time. Times may be adjusted as needed but the speaker can not exceed 7 minutes. If a speaker can prepare in less than 2 minutes, then s/he would use the remaining minutes to speak.

· Verbal time signals are given to the speaker every 30 seconds for the first 2 minutes. After that, speakers will be given hand time signals.

· Speakers are allowed to use one blank (1) note card to jot down ideas.

